THE BOATMEN'S NATIONAL BANK 


OF SAINT LOUIS • BROADWAY and OLIVE 


AREA CODE 314 
GArfield 1-5200 


November 1, 1968 


ILLIAM PAGENSTECHER 


VICE-PRESIDENT 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

You were very thoughtful to show us the three Notes 
from the Bank of the United States. We have never 
made much of a point of collecting items of this sort 
since so much has gone into the Fine Arts Collection. 
For this reason, I am returning the Notes to you by 
messenger. 

Again, thanks and with best regards. 


Sincerely ; 



WP/lf 


Enclosures 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


April 20, 1971 



Dear Bernard# 


You have asked me as to what I remember con¬ 
cerning your coin collection which was stolen .from your 
home. 


At the time of your graduation from High School 
I endeavored to further your interest in coins by giving 
you a large planchet Pine Tree shilling dated 1652, 

Crosby variety 12-1, in extremely fine condition* I 
recommended to you at that time that if you continued 
to acquire coins for your collection,that you obtain 
those in the best possible condition. 

I remember that, many years later, you showed 
me your collection of late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century United States quarters and half dollars and they 
were in very choice condition, being either uncirculated 
or proof condition. 

I have examined the list which you have pre¬ 
pared, indicating the condition of those which were 
stolen and, so far as I can recall, it conforms to the 
condition of those coins which I had the opportunity 
of seeing* 


Sincerely yours. 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 





October 10, 1973 


Mr. Bernard Edison 
Dear Bernard: 

After you are finished with Coin 
World for October 10, 1973, I 
would appreciate page 9. 


Eric P. Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Bernard: 

I have reviewed the list of the Vattemare Collection and I 
would like to have more information on the description of a few 
items: 

Colonial # 39 Brasher - Is this a copper piece or is this a 
cast or electro ? 

Colonial # 57 Washington Pres I - Is this an electro, a cast 
or a genuine piece ? It is only known in copper and silver. 

Federal Period # 39 - Is this a $5 jeton in copper ? 

Federal Period # 40 Is this a %2\ jeton in copper ? Kettle 
made jetons in England. 

Federal Period # 70 Is this said to be an alteration ? 

Federal Period # 71 This is an alteration ! 


The dates of the 1 cents seem rather complete. I note the 
h cents lack 1796, 1800 & 1802. The silver & gold are rather weak. 
If my French were better I would not have to ask about this. 


Thanks, 

yj 








ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 

March 18, 1974 


Mr. Bernard A. Edison 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Edison: 

You have asked for our opinion on two United States 
half cents, purporting to be an 1802 and an 1808. 

The 1802 is an electrotype made from a superb original. 

The surface is unnaturally rough at the date. The white metal 
interior shows through the copper plating at the 1 of the date and 
at the border dentils opposite L of LIBERTY. The scratch between 
M and E of AMERICA is unnatural. The piece is worthless and deceptive 
as electrotypes can be made at at any time from genuine coins. 

The 1808 is a genuine coin, variety Gilbert 2 with a die 
crack through the I of UNITED. It has a shiny and bright copper 
surface produced artificially by polishing and chemical treatment. 

It was only in extremely fine condition before it was tampered with 
and aannot be classified as uncirculated because of its abuse. Many 
people would reject it entirely because of its deliberate alteration. 

We hope we have been of service. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
President 


EPN:jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



WASHINGTON 


UNIVERSITY 


ST. LOUIS. MISSOURI 63130 


DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY 

April 22, 1975 

Mr, Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil 
Clayton, Mo, 65105 

Dear Eric, 

I have completed the electron microprobe analysis of the proof 1854 
half cent which you submitted to me for determination of the nickel content. The 
enclosed X-ray spectra include a comparison of the 1854 proof piece with a heavily 
circulated 1860 cent known to contain 12% nickel, an 1856 pattern half cent, an 
uncirculated 1854 half cent, and a recent 'nickel*, known to contain 25% nickel. 

Of the five pieces only the uncirculated 1854 half cent and the proof 1854 half 
cent show no detectable nickel content. Other than a slight iron impurity, the 
proof 1854 half cent appears to be pure copper identical with the currency piece. 
The 1856 pattern half cent, the 1860 cent and the recent nickel all contain nickel 
in various amounts. Based on the 12% nickel assumed for the 1860 cent, your 1856 
pattern piece contains between 8 and 10% nickel. A more exact value is obtainable 
but would require more time than was available when these analyses were run. 

The piece you submitted definitely does not contain nickel and appears 
to have the same grade of copper used in the regular coinage of the year. 

This analysis was carried out in collaboration ’with Dr. David - immerman, 
at the Center for Archeometry, Washington University. 


Sincerely yours. 



Peter Gaspar 

Professor of Chemistry and 

Associate of the Center for Archeometry 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


April 23, 1975 


Mr. Bernard Edison 
30 Southmoor Drive 
Clayton, Missouri 63105 

Dear Bernard: 

We have examined the 1854 United States proof half cent 
alleged to be a copper nickel pattern and, in our opinion, it is a 
normal proof 1854 half cent. The coin was submitted to Peter Caspar, 
Professor of Chemistry at Washington University, who with Dr. David 
Zimmerman at the Center for Archeometry at Washington University, 
conducted an electron microprobe analysis on the coin, along with 
various comparison pieces which we furnished and determined that aside 
from slight iron impurity the proof 1854 piece is of pure copper and 
contains no nickel. 

The Washington University report is available for your exami¬ 
nation if you wish it. 

The piece submitted is returned herewith. We hope we have 
been helpful. 



Eric P. Newman 


EPNtjah 


Enel. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


April 18, 1991 


Bernard Edison 


If you are thinking about donating any half cents to EPNNES during 1991 
to take advantage of the alternative minimum tax waiver on tangible 
capital gain qifts, I would call your attention to the fact that the 
appraisal should be made 60 days prior to the gift. IFormerly, the appraisal 
could be as of the date of the gift, even if made after the gift was 
made. This new rule is just an IRS effort to tighten up during 1991 
because many people are giving many valuable items which will be carried 
over for several years and not be subject to the alternative minimum 
tax calculation in 1991, 1992, etc. 



Eric P. Newman 


EPNrbv 


BERNARD EDISON 
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1995 17:16 fiNDRE DIRECTION GEb€R«LE 33 1 40 34 35 01 P.01 


GROUPE ANDRE SA 
Direction G^nGrale 
28 rue de Flandre 
75949 Paris cedex 19 
TO. 44.7233.01 

Fax. 40.34.35.01 Te 26 mai 1995 


FAX appete : 19 1 314 721. 60.15 


A L'ATTENTION DE ; Mr. Bernard EDISON 


DE LA PART DE : M. Jean-Louis DESCOURS 


Nombre de pages (celle-d comprise): 1 


OBJET : Informations sur une collection de Monnaies et M4dailles de 
I'Amerique du Nord de 1652 k 1858- Vutre lettre du ler mai 1995. 

- Cette collection est bien k la Bibioth&que Nationaie de Paris. Elle se 
compose de 120 k 150 monnaies ou m4dailles. 

- Elle peul £lre visitee k la Bibliothfcque Nationaie : 58 rue dc Richelieu - 
Paris ler (ouverte de 9 k 17 h.). 

- Prendre contact auparavant avec M. POPOV, responsable de ce secteur au 
47.03.75.27 qui se fera un plaisir de recevoir M. Edison et lui donnera toute 
autorisation pour £crire un article sur cctte collection. 

Amities. 

Mr. Newman: 

Jean-Louis Descours Note: Mr. Descours' letter refers 

to "M. Popov." However, the 
correct spelling is "M. Popoff." 

Mr. Edison said if you would like 
him to rephrase his letter to you 
in any way, please let him know. 
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June 26, 1995 


EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 

501 NORTH BROADWAY, P. O. BOX 14020, ST. LOUIS, MO 63178 


BERNARD EDISON 


ERIC NEWMAN 


I am excited to report that the Alexandre Vattemare collection 
described in the catalogue from 1861 at what was then the 
Bibliotheque Imperiale still exists, reportedly intact, at the 
Bibliotheque Nationale. Through the kind intervention of 
Jean-Louis Descours, we have been invited to examine the coins. 
I have spoken to M. Popoff. He was very gracious. The second 
week in September seems like a mutually convenient time. The 
letter from Jean-Louis Descours is attached. 



mb 


Attachment 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Slips' 


Bernard: 

In connection with your planned trip to Paris to check 
the coins in the collection of Alexandre Vattemar in the 
Bibilotheque Nationale I have checked the listed holdings in the 
1861 catalog and have the following comments: 

The half cents seem to be an unusually fine group and I am 
sure you will enjoy studying them. The cents will be interesting 
if their condition is superb. 

Premier Periode: 


Item 11. Listed as a George II halfpence with a date 1773. 
George III was reigning in 1773, not George II. This could be an 
error in the listing of the date or a counterfeit halfpence in 
which a die mixup sometimes occurred. Check the date. Check to 
see if it is sand cast or struck. The George II head faces left 
and the George III head faces right on genuine pieces. 


Deuxieme Periode: 

Item 37. Does this LIBEFjNATUS piece ha\/e. a period before and 
after EXCELSIOR on the reverse? If it does it is a copy. If 
it doesn't it is probably genuine and quite rare. Of course I 
assume it is not an electrotype. 

Item 39. Imprint of the reverse of a Brasher doubloon. I 
assume this may be a picture. The original coin is in gold. 
Perhaps it is a copy and if so what metal is it ? Is it an 
electrotype ? Could it be a nickel, brass or tin struck copy. 

Item 57. The genuine 1792 Washington President I piece made 
by Ephraim Getz come only in copper and silver. It is quite 
scarce. The book states its metal is E. Does that mean electrotype? 
It states the reverse is like item 55 which is dated 1791. It says 
15 stars instead of 8. Please count them as both are in error. 
It also says it is white metal which can only be an electro or 
cast. Does the reverse have a date or not. 

Troisieme Periode: 

Item 39. Does this $5 piece have the word Kettle on it to the 
right of the date ? It is a copy whether that word is removed or 
not. 
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>: Bernard 


From: EPNNES 


Enclosed are photocopies of additional documents which may 

involved. 


August 2,2000 


It was very kind of you to give us $1,000.00 to add to your many gifts made 
several years ago. Our educational projects and library use have been expanded at the 

We thank you for your generosity. Nothing of value is furnished to you on 


Sincerely, 



